Professor. Cooper

Persuasive Essay

Context:


Thoreau in “Civil Disobedience” makes the claims: 


“Under a government which imprisons any unjustly, the true place for a just man is also a prison…It is there that the fugitive slave, and the Mexican prisoner on parole, and the Indian come to plead the wrongs of the race should find them..”
Prompt: 


In a well formed and organized essay argue for a concept of “just” behavior in reference to the role we as humans play in the lives of others. How does one behave to promote “justice” in our society?
Ideas to consider:  What is necessary to be “just”?



       What does justice look like in action?


                    What types of action are justified?



       Must it be action?

What is enough? Does enough look the same for different people or situations but still remain “Just”?

Does our concept of just behavior change with society?

Goals:

Your purpose in writing this essay is to persuade your reader toward an understanding of the concept of “just” or “right” behavior in an ever more diverse yet divided world. 
You will support your argument using evidence from at least two sources. These may be from any of the essays assigned (Thoreau, MLK, Anthony, or the article on protest you found) and/or from new sources (primary and/or secondary).  To this end, your thesis and arguments must include a slant on how or where civil disobedience or public protest plays a role in “just” behavior. 

Back up your argument with whatever factual, emotional, or anecdotal evidence you can.  

I expect that you have read Units 1-9 in TSIS.  I will grade you based on how well you: 1) have an organized introduction, 2) have a well formed thesis statement, 3) have organized paragraphs and 4) fulfill the prompt requirements by a) addressing the issue/purpose including so what? and who cares? and b)  by using citing arguments and information gathered through the articles you've read for this unit including your naysayer.

Requirements:

1.  3-4 pages

2. An ABC introduction with a strong thesis

3. Support your points with evidence- this is a persuasive argument.  

4. Use direct quotes and paraphrases from assigned TSIS readings.

5. Use TSIS type transitions, and make quote sandwiches.

6. A conclusion which readdresses your thesis and brings together your evidence. 

7. MLA standard formatting: typed, double-spaced, 12pt font, Times New Roman, and MLA citations for in-text (parenthetical citation) and works cited page. 

