
Cooper 
Level III Essay  
2nd 6 weeks 

Civil Disobedience 
 
Prompt: 
2016 AP Language and Composition Exam essay 3: 
 
In 1891, Irish author Oscar Wilde (1854–1900) observed, “Disobedience, in the eyes of anyone 
who has read history, is man’s original virtue. It is through disobedience that progress has been 
made, through disobedience and through rebellion.” 
 
Wilde claims that disobedience is a valuable human trait and that it promotes social progress. 
Write an essay that argues your position on the extent to which Wilde’s claims are valid. 
Use appropriate examples from your reading, experience, or observations to support your 
argument. 
 
Specific Instructions: 
Paper should be  

● 2-3 pages typed, 12 pt. Font, Times New Roman, Standard MLA formatting including 
in-text citations and works cited page. 

● Turned in to turnitin.com before 11:45 pm on Friday October 26 
 
Resources: 

● For evidence you may use any books or essays you’ve ever read (I’m sure some of yoru 
reading from 9th and 10th would be appropriate here along with any of the essays, 
letters, or documents we have talked about or which you have been assigned or  will be 
assigned- if you wish to read ahead a week or two (Thoreau, Emerson). Films and 
fictional accounts are valid examples if you can pull out show how the fiction applies to 
reality.  

● You May NOT do outside research - This argument should come from your own 
understanding of the world and be based on what you read and experienced.  

● YOU SHOULD use quotes and paraphrases from the works you reference.  
 
Work Time: 
You will be given class time on the 26/27 to work. However, by then you should have a decent 
draft and know where you are going. You should be then know if you need any information 
about citations or format.  
 
Reminder: I am available Wednesdays after school and most mornings if you give me advanced 
notice.  
 
 



 
 


